





The mara thon, the most popular and revered of
all events on the sporting calendar, owes its existence to Mi-
chel Bréal. It was Bréal, who suggested this race be included in
the first modern Olympic Games held in Athens in 1896, and
created a special cup to be awarded to the winner. The race
was held on the last day of the first Olympics, and it turned
out to be the most anticipated and dramatic of all the events.
The victory of a Greek runner, Spyros Louis, moreover, trig-
gered a wave of enthusiasm in Athens and it provided a fitting
climax to the successful revival of
the Olympic Games. Since then the
marathon race has been a highlight
of each Summer Olympic Games
and its popularity has generated the
holding of separate marathons in cit-

ies all over the world.

Michel Jules Alfred Bréal (1832-
1915) was a leading French intellec-
tual at the time the Olympics were
revived in the 1890s. He was born
to French Jewish parents in Bavaria.
A comparative philologist, who be-
came a professor at the Collége de
France, the most prestigious research and higher education
institution in France, he is considered the founder of modern
semantics, a term he coined. In 1890 he was made commander
of the Légion d’ Honneur, the highest decoration in France. His
published works are diverse: philology, Greek mythology, the

teaching of ancient languages and French educational policy.

The race that Bréal envisioned was based on the legend that in
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490 BCE Pheidippides ran from Marathon to Athens — a dis-
tance of about 42 kilometers or 26 miles to announce that the
Persians had been defeated at the battle of Marathon. Upon his
arrival at the assembly in Athens he cried out veviknxauev (we
have won) and died of exhaustion. There is a debate surround-
ing the historical accuracy of this legend. Herodotus, the main
source for the Greco-Persian Wars mentions Pheidippides (or
Philipides) as the messenger who ran from Athens to Sparta
to ask for help and ran back, a distance of over 250 kilome-
ters or 155 miles each way. Herodotus makes no mention of
a messenger sent from Marathon
to Athens, and wrote that the Athe-
nians marched back to their city the
same day in order to defend against
a possible Persian naval attack. The
account of the run from Marathon to
Athens first appeared in a work by
Plutarch of the 1st century AD but he
gives a different name for the run-
ner, who however is named Philip-
ides in a work by the satirist Lucian
of Samosata, that appeared in the

2nd century AD. The feasibility of
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The Helmet of Miltiades (circa 490 BCE), Olympia Museum, Greece.
The Athenian general in the battle of Marathon dedicated his helmet to
Zeus as a sign of gratitude for the Greek victory over the Persians.
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running from Athens to Sparta over
250 kilometers or 155 miles has been
proven in modern times and a “Spar-
tathlon” race has been organized every year since 1984 by the
“International Spartathlon Association.” It is run in September
because according to Herodotus that was when Pheidippides

made his run to Sparta.

While Pheidippides’s run is debated, the significance of the
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Tomb of Greeks who fell at the Battle of Marathon (US Library of Congress)
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battle of Marathon in historical but also symbolic terms grew
steadily. To the extent that one can identify consensus among
historians of Classical Greece there is agreement that the Greek
victory at Marathon did not mean Athens won the war, but
rather that it was one of several events and battles that even-
tually eliminated the Persian threat. Yet it is undeniable that
it represented an enormous psychological gain for the Athe-
nians. Herodotus viewed the battle as the beginning not the
end of the wars against the Persians, and Themistocles regard-
ed the battle as a prelude and part
of a greater struggle. But soon his-
tory gave way to legendary associa-
tions. The playwright Aeschylus who
fought there and who lost his brother
in the battle depicted it as a victory
of free men, living in a democracy,
over a monarchy that ruled over vas-
sals. Gradually the battle grew in
significance. Pausanias asserts that
the local people of Attica worshipped
its battle heroes as divine. The value
attached to Classical Greece in the
minds of 18th and 19th century liter-
ary figures in Europe contributed to
the amplification of the battle’s sym-
bolism. Samuel Johnson, the prominent 18th century English
author and essayist, saw it as an important reflection of patrio-
tism. Lord Byron considered it a magic word associated with
the idea of freedom, and John Stuart Mill believed it to be more
important to British history than the battle of Hastings, which

ushered in the Norman conquest of England in 1066.>

The Soldier of Marathon
sculpture by Jean-Pierre Cortot (French, 1787-1843), Louvre Museum.
“0 Zrpatiwmg tov Mapabova”
yAvmto tov Jean-Pierre Cortot (I'd\hog, 1787-1843), Movoeio tov Aovfpov.
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In the wake of the growing symbolic significance of the battle of
Marathon, the story of Pheidippides was also celebrated in the
19th century before Bréal came up with the idea of the race. In
1834, French sculptor Jean Pierre Cortot completed Le soldat
de Marathon annoncant la victoire (The Soldier of Marathon
announcing the Victory), a sculpture of the messenger from
Marathon dying as he announced victory (currently in the
Louvre Museum). The French painter Luc-Olivier Merson pro-
duced a painting entitled Le soldat de Marathon that depicted
the messenger’s death in Athens; this work won the “Prix de
Rome” in 1869, a scholarship that supported the winning art-
ist’s residence at the French Academy in Rome. Then, in 1879,
Robert Browning, one of England’s foremost poets, whose
knowledge of several languages included Ancient Greek, wrote
the poem “Pheidippides.” It had a subtitle in Greek: “yaipete
vikopev» “hail, we won,” the words Pheidipides is said to have
uttered in announcing the victory. In the poem, reference is
made to Pheidippides’s run to Sparta to request aid for the
Athenians and then, in the penultimate verse, the poem talks

about the run from Marathon to Athens:

...Unforeseeing one! Yes, he fought on the Marathon day:

So, when Persia was dust, all cried “To Akropolis!

Run, Pheidippides, one race more! the meed is thy due!
‘Athens is saved, thank Pan,” go shout!” He flung down his
shield,

Ran like fire once more: and the space ‘twixt the Fennel-field
And Athens was stubble again, a field which a fire runs through,
Till in he broke: “Rejoice, we conquer!” Like wine thro’ clay,

Joy in his blood bursting his heart, he died—the bliss!3

This was the background against which Bréal came up with
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the idea of creating a modern marathon race to be included in
the first modern Olympic Games. Bréal proposed the idea of
the race and the cup at the conference held at the Sorbonne in
Paris in 1894, where Coubertin and his close collaborators in-
cluding the Greek Demetrios Vikelas announced the revival of

the Olympics with the first Games to be held in Athens in 1896.

The founder of the modern Olympics baron Pierre de Coubertin
embraced Bréal’s idea and hoped that it would be feasible. In-
deed, Coubertin promoted the idea of a marathon and accepted
Bréal’s offer of a special cup for the win-
ner. This was an exception to his rule
that the winners of each event should
be presented with a medal, diploma
and olive wreath. Coubertin wrote in his
memoirs that Bréal’s enthusiasm was
persuasive, even though the idea of a
marathon “was wildly ambitious for the
day” because of the distance, 42 to 44
kilometers, and the logistical difficulties
involved in staging it. Yet it was an ex-
tremely popular idea, Coubertin added,
therefore “it was hardly possible, once

word got about, to avoid doing so0.”

As soon as the idea of the marathon and
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Members of the International Olympic Committee, Athens 1896.
From left to right standing: Guth-Jarkovsky (Bohemia), Kemeny (Hungary),
seated: Coubertin (France), Vikelas (Greece), Butovsky (Russia).
Photograph by Albert Meyer.
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the special prize were approved, the ac-
tual cup was made out of silver. The medals for winners were
also silver at that time. Gold medals for first place were adopted
later. In keeping with the modesty associated with the Olympic
tradition the cup was of a relatively small size, standing at 15

centimeters or six inches. It was inscribed in Greek with the
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The Bréal Cup - The inscription reads: Olympic Games 1896, Marathon trophy donated by Michel Bréal.
To kOmeMo Mrmtped — H emypagn avagépet: Olpmakoi Ayoveg 1896, tporaio Mapabwviov, Swped MixanA Maped.




words “Olympic Games 1896 Marathon Trophy Donated by
Michael Bréal.” The translation from the original Greek was
provided by Demetrios Vikelas. He was Greece’s representa-
tive at the Sorbonne conference of 1894 and had worked close-
ly with Coubertin to make the Athens Games of 1896 a reality.
Bréal could not travel to Athens to attend the Olympics and pres-
ent the cup to the winner so he sent it to the director of the French

School in Athens to pass on to the Hellenic Olympic Committee.

Coubertin embraced Bréal’s idea of creating a ‘marathon’
and distinguishing it from all other
events by adding a special cup as a
trophy because it corresponded with
his dream of reviving the Olympics.
The marathon race was a novel con-
cept, a new sport. It had never been
practiced in the games held in An-
cient Olympia or any other of the
sacred venues that held sporting
events in Ancient Greece. The lon-
gest running event in Olympia was
the dolichos (run over 24 stades the

equivalent of just over 4.6 kilome-
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Spyros Louis’ first place medal. Designed by the Frenchman Jules Clément-
Chaplain. The front depicts the god Zeus holding Nike the goddess of victory.
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ters or 3 miles). Yet there is ample
evidence that the ancient Greeks ran
distances that were greater than the dolichos and the modern
marathon. There are several sources that mention the existence
of a hemerodromos, meaning day-runner, and Herodotos
wrote that Philippides (rather than Pheidippides), the messen-
ger the Athenians sent to Sparta was an expert hemerodromos.
These runners who functioned as couriers and messengers are

mentioned by Aristotle and Socrates.5
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Bréal and Coubertin were correct in believing that the idea of
the marathon and its special cup as an additional trophy would
capture the imagination of everyone involved in the revival of
the Olympics and underscore their connection with the classi-
cal past. Despite the fact that this race had not existed in antiq-
uity, its association with the battle of Marathon made its links
with antiquity obvious. It is worth noting that when Bréal came
up with the idea of the race he envisioned that it would start at
Marathon and end at the Pnyzx, the hill at the foot of the Acrop-
olis where the city’s assembly had met and where the messen-
ger had made his announcement.
For practical purposes though, the
finish of the marathon had to take
place in the Panathenaic Stadium
where the 1896 Games were held. In
his correspondence with Demetrios
Vikelas, Coubertin’s liaison with the
organizers in Athens, Bréal made the
historical significance of his concept
explicit. In March 1896, a few weeks
before the Games opened he wrote
to Vikelas stating that irrespective of
the nationality of the marathon win-
ner he would consider him a bearer
of Classical Greek tradition and he expressed his excitement at
the revival of the Ancient Games that was about to take place

in Athens.®

Bréal reiterated his belief in the value of reviving the Ancient
Olympics when the Athens newspaper To Asty solicited his
views on the eve of the Games. He expressed his joy that the

idea of the revival was born in France and that the first mod-
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The reverse side of the Bréal Cup
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ern Games were taking place in Athens. Bréal added that the
Games would create bonds of friendship and unforgettable ties
among the competitors. In what was a characteristic sense
of modesty he chose not to mention his contribution to the

marathon race.”

The connection between the present and classical antiquity that
the idea of the marathon represented was amplified in Athens
by Spyridon Lambros, a Professor of History at the University
of Athens who was involved in promoting the 1896 Olympics

and who later served as secretary

it oL
e e T

of the Hellenic Olympic Committee
from 1901 to 1917. Lambros sug-
gested that Bréal’s inspiration came
from Pindar’s Ninth Olympic Ode
that made reference to an athletic
competition at Marathon, where
the winner received a silver cup.®
Indeed, Pindar’s Ode celebrates
Epharmostus of Opus’s victory in
a wrestling match at the Olympic
Games at Olympia in 468 BCE and
makes reference to a victory of his at

Marathon in his youth against older

wg Bpafeiov yua to vikntr, S0t oupPadile pe to Gvelpo g
avafiwong twv OAvpmakav. O Mapabonviog Apopog ftav pia
TPWTOTLTN 16€a, Eva veo aBAnua, To omoio Sev viTpye avapeoa
0TOVG AYMVEG TTOL Sropyavmvovtay otnv Apyaia OAvustia

1] TOLG AAAOVG 1EPOVG XMPOUE OTTOV TTPAYUATOTTOIOVVTAV
abAntikeg exdniawoeig otnv Apyaia EAaSa. O peyaiidtepov
urkovg aywvag Spopov otny OAvustia ntav o «§oAog»,

(n amdoTaon NTav 24 «otAd1a», TA 001X AVTIGTOIKOVV

0¢€ 4,6 YMOUETPA 1) 3 HiAta. YITapyovv, wotdoo, apbova
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The cover of the official album of the Athens 1896 Olympics.
To eEmPULANO TOV ETLONHOV AEVKOUATOG

O MrpedA kat o Kovpmeptéev

v Ohvpmak®v Ayeovev mg Adnivag to 1896.

athletes: “...what a glorious contest
for the prize of silver cups did he maintain at Marathon.” And
because he was much younger, he had to rely not only on his

strength but also on cunning and speed.®

The Greek organizers of the first modern Olympics recognized
the value of including a ‘marathon’ in the program and what

it meant in terms of signifying the ties of the Games to Classi-

Swaiwg Bedpnoav 611 n 18¢a Tov
MapaBnviov kat Tov e181kol KLTEAAOL g eEMITAEOV TPOTTA10 Ol
KEVTPLAV 1 (pAVTACGIA OA®V 0001 CLUUETELYAV OTNV avaPiwon
Tov OAprmakmv kat Oa vtoypappday m ovvdeon Twv Ayovwv
Ue To KAAOoKO tapeABov. ITapd o yeyovog OTL TO £V AOY®
ay®vViopa Sev v pye TNV APYXAOTNTA, O CUOYXETIOUOG TOU LE
™ Mdayn tov MapaBawva to ouvedee Eekdbapa pe to apyaio

apeABov. ALider va onueiwbel 0Ty, 0tav o Mmtped ovvelafe
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Bréal’s message of wishes for the Athens 1896 Olympics published in the ASTY newspaper on the eve of the Games and reproduced in the handwritten original in 1906.
Mrvupa tov MatpedA pe guxég yia tovg OAvpmakovg Aymveg g AOnvag to 1896, ov Snpoctednke oty epnuepida AXTY v mapapovn Twv Ayovmv Kat avarapaydn 0Tto mpoToTuto Xeipoypagpo to 1906.
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cal Greece. The marathon appeared in the first list of sporting
events planned for the Olympics in the Hellenic Olympic Com-
mittee’s bulletin in January 1895. The fervent preparations for
the Games included a test run of the marathon in February 1876
by Georgios Gregoriou, a runner of the Ethnikos athletic club.
He started his run at the burial mound at the site of the battle
and finished at the Panathenaic stadium. Aside from proving
the feasibility of running this distance — Bréal had not known
how big a distance it involved — the test run alerted the orga-
nizers to the condition of the terrain along the route: measures
were taken immediately to make im-
provements. In March 1986 the first
race between Marathon and Athens
was held as part of the first Hellenic
track and field games in which the
winners would represent Greece in
the Olympics. Of all the events the
marathon race was the one that at-

tracted the most interest.

The Greek public’s growing excite-
ment about the upcoming Olympic

Marathon confirmed that Bréal was = =y

mv 18¢a Tov aymva, eavtdotnke ot Oa Eexvovoe amod Tov
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aAAnAoypagpia tov pe tov Anurjtplo Bikéda, tov ovvdeopuo

tov Kovumeptév pe toug Stopyavwteg otnv ABnva, o Mipedh
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vikntr) tov MapaBwviov Apouov,
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IOV €MPOKELTO VA TTpaypaTomotnOel
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O Mnped enavérafe v ot

Athletes in training for the marathon at the 1896 Olympic Games in Athens.

right in believing that such a race

Photograph by Burton Holmes/Henry Guttmann.

Tov oTnV aia g avafiwong twv

AbBMtEg pomovodvtat yia tov papabovio otovg OAvpmmakois Aymveg Tov

would affirm the ties between the
ancient and the modern Olympics. Most Greeks were rally-
ing around the concept of the revival of the Olympics because
they considered the ancient Games as part of their heritage and
by the same token they also responded enthusiastically to the
marathon race. Although the Greek public understood that in
terms of performance in most sports it would be difficult for

the Greeks to compete against the American and European

1896 oV ABrva. Pwtoypagpia amd tovg Burton Holmes/Henry Guttmann.

Apyaiwv OAVPITIAKGV AYyOVeV,

otav n ABnvaikr) epnuepida «To Aotu» JTNOE TNV ATTOYT)

OV TNV Tapapovn Twv Ayovov. EEE@pace ) xapd Tov mov n
16¢a ¢ avafinong yevvnOnke otn F'adia kat stov ot IpaTot
ovyypovol Olvptiakol Stopyavavovtay otnv Adrva. O Mmpedh
pooebeoe OTL 01 Aywveg Ba Snuiovpyovoav oxeoelg Alag kat
a&eyaotoug Seopolg avapesa aToug ouvaywvifopevovg. Me

XAPAKTINPLOTIK) TOV LETPLOPPOCUVI], EMEAECE VA LNV AVAPEPEL



athletes, they hoped that a Greek could win the marathon. As
one of the earliest histories of Greek track and field explained,
“the general and commonly held wish of the people was that
we win at least the marathon, which people considered from
the first moment as our par excellence national event.”° There
was such great interest in the marathon that some individuals
took it upon themselves to run from Marathon and arrived at
the stadium reporting the time they left though in many cases

there were no witnesses.™

The organizing committee was over-
whelmed by requests to run and af-
ter sifting through all of them it al-
lowed several additional runners to
participate beyond those that had
been selected after the Pan-Hellenic
Games marathon. One of them was
a certain Spyros Louis, who lived
in Maroussi, which was then a vil-
lage just north of Athens (it is pres-
ently a municipality in the Greater
Athens area), and whose job was

transporting fresh water from Ma-

A portrait of Louis published in an Athens newspaper

T S1k1| Tov ovveloPopa otov MapabBawvio Apopo’.

H oUv8eon tov mapovTtog e TNV KAAOTKT] apXaOTNTA JIoV
avTutpoo®meve N 16ea Tov Mapabwviov evioytOnke otnv
ABnNva ano tov Tmupidwva Adustpov, Kadnyntr Iotopiag tov
IMavemotnuiov ABNvoV, 0 07T010g CLUUETEIXE TNV TTPOAYWYT)
Twv OAVUTTIAKOV AYOVKOYV TOL 1896 KAl LINPETNOE, APYOTEPQ,
g ypapparteag g EAAnvikng OAvprmaxng Emtpornrg, aso to
1901 £wg T0 1917. O AAuItpov VTOoTNPIEE OTL 0 MItpedA eixe
epmvevotel and v Evatn Olvpmakr Q61 tov IIivéapov,

1 omola ava@epotav og abANTIKO
aywva 0to Mapabova, 670 0
VIKNTNG EAafe aonuevio KUTTEAo®.
Ipaypaty, n w1 tov IIivdapov
e€opvel ) vikn tov Epappootov
arto v OovvVTa 08 ay®mva TAANG
otovg OAvpmiakolg Aywveg

oty OAvptia 1o 468 m.X., kat
AVAPEPETAL OE TTPOTNYOVHEVT] VIKN
Tov oto Mapabmva, o6tav ntav
VEOC, EVAVTIOV HEYOADTEPTG NAKIOG
abAntov: «...0lov 8’ &v Mapaddvi

ovhaBelg dyevelwv pévev aydva

roussi to Athens on a horse-drawn atthe end of the 1896 Olympics. TEEGPUTEQMYV AU’ AQYVQIdETTLY»
Tloptpaito Tov Zndpov Aodn Snpootevpévo oe ABnvaikn epnuepida
wagon. Louis had not been involved 070 T8h0g TV OhvpTAKGY AyGveY TOU 1896, (...xat otov Mapabmva 6tav tov

in sports but was a strong runner with innate athletic abilities.
Louis had come 5th in a trial marathon race held just before the

opening of the Games in 1896.

The Bréal Cup as well as evoking the ancient heritage of the
Games is also emblematic of the marathon race of the Athens

Olympics of 1896, which was, by all accounts, the signature

QITAYOPEVTIKE VA OUVAYWDVIOTEL AAAOVG VEOUG, TTWG VITOUEIVE
TOV Ay®mVaA Yla va kepdioel aonuevia kumeAa petaly
peyautepwv avopmv!). Kot emedn ntav oAb veotepog,
XPEWOTIKE VA XPNOLOITOU| 0L OX1 LOVO T Svvaur| Tov, aAAa

Kat rovnpla kat tay vt Ta.?

O1'EAnveg 510pyavmteg TV TPOTOV GLUYXPOV®OY OADUIIaK®mV
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event of the entire sports program for two reasons. The first
was because of its outcome: held on the last day of the track
and field events, this, as most Greeks had suspected repre-
sented the only chance for a Greek to win in any of the track
and field events. While a huge crowd was assembling at the
Panathenaic stadium to witness the finish of the race, the run-
ners were gathering at the start at the village of Marathon. Two
officials addressed them before the race, a Parisian Greek who
was running with the French colors said a few words of encour-
agement to the foreign competitors, and a major of the Greek
army spoke to the Greeks, not only
wishing them luck but also remind-
ing them that Greece expected a vic-
tory. One of those Greeks, Spyros
Louis, despite being a late entrant,
was in eighth place at the twenty-
second kilometer, just over the
halfway mark. As the leaders began
flagging towards the end of the race
Louis overtook them one by one and
eventually took the lead to the cheers
of the crowds lining the streets of
Athens. In the stadium confirmation
came when the army major who was
in charge of the race and had seen the runners off at Marathon
rode up to the dais and informed the royal family that the lead
runner was a Greek. He was wearing number 17 on his white
vest — it was Spyros Louis. Unable to contain their enthusiasm,
the two princes jumped on to the track and escorted the winner
across the finishing line amid the deafening roars of enthusi-
asm from the crowd. The king greeted Louis by telling him he

had honored the Greek nation.!2

The awards ceremony, Athens Olympics, 1896.
H tedet) amovourg tov petalioy, Ohvpmakoi Ayoveg, Adrva, 1896.
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Spyros Louis at the finish line of the 1896 marathon - artist’s rendering.
O Ztpog AovNG 0T YPAUHT) TEPHATIOHOV TOU HapaBwviov Tov 1896 - KAMITEXVIKT| ATEIKOVIOT).



Coubertin more than shared the elation of all Greeks at Lou-
is’ victory at the marathon. Concerned above all that the first
modern Olympics be successful so as to ensure their interna-
tional acceptance and continuation every four years, he sensed
the significance of the moment. It was the type of excitement
that sporting competition could generate and Louis, a “magnif-
icent peasant,” was not versed in training or scientific methods
and thus corresponded to Coubertin’s own view of sporting pu-
rity. He noted in his memoirs: “His victory was magnificent in
its brilliance and its simplicity. At the entrance of the stadium,
filled with over sixty thousand spec- Rt
tators he arrived without any signs

of exhaustion, and when Prince

Constantine and Prince George, in

a spontaneous gesture seized him in

their arms to carry him to the King

standing before his marble throne, it
was as if the spirit of Ancient Greece
had entered into the arena. Wild ap-
plause greeted his victory. It was one
of the most extraordinary sights I
have ever seen. I shall never forget

the scene and it left me convinced
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The ASTY newspaper’s report on the marathon race

that psychic forces play a much more

and an interview with Louis published the day after the marathon race.

a@i&n touvg oo 0tadio, av kat o

H avagopda g epnuepidag AETY otov papabmvio kat GuVEVTELEN e ToV

active role in sport than is generally

believed.”s

Coubertin’s thoughts on the marathon lead us to the second
way the race became the signature event of the 1896 Olympics.
All major sporting events, several scholars have suggested, ac-
quire a lasting significance not only by what happens on the

field of play but by the extent to which they become a collec-
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tively and intensively experienced spectacle. John MacAloon,
a Chicago University professor, Coubertin’s biographer and an
authority on the Olympic Games and especially their perfor-
mative aspects, has suggested that the finish of the marathon
was the most important moment of the 1896 Olympics. After
the opening of the Games before a large crowd at the Panathe-
naic stadium, the quality of the Games as an evocative spec-
tacle had dissipated as each competition took place, some in
different venues. There had been no concentrated event recre-
ating the experience of the opening ceremony. The witnessing
of the finish of the marathon in the
stadium filled by spectators func-
tioned as an ideal conclusion to the
Games because it provided a single
unified spectacle and experience of
feeling and meaning that conveyed
in a powerful way the spirit of the
Olympics and, one could add, justi-

fied their revival.4

MacAloon goes further in his analy-
sis by suggesting that Louis’s vic-

tory, its epic quality and all that it
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Artist’s depiction of Louis with the Irish-Canadian William Sherring the,
winner of the marathon race at the 1906 unofficial Olympics in Athens.
Kateyvikn asekovion tov Zavpov Aovn pe tov IpAavSo-Kavado William
Sherring, Tov viknmj 0tovg avesntionpovg OAvpmakovg Tov 1906 otnv Adiva.

represented on that occasion, added
immeasurably to the impression cre-
ated by the 1896 marathon race. And in doing so it ensured the
continuation of the Olympic Games over their difficult early

period. He writes:

“Without Louis, the Athens Games would have no epic hero,
no master symbol to condense and express so richly so many

ideological, sociological, and historical themes. Though such
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things cannot be proved it seems to me it seems to me that
the Olympic Games would have been less likely to survive the
traumas of the next twelve years had not the symbolic capi-
tal of those ‘indescribable’ and ‘unforgettable’ moments in the
stadium that Friday been there to draw upon. While it is not
clear how thoroughly he recognized it, Coubertin had found
his most potent ally in the peasant from Maroussi. Indeed, it
may be fairly said of Louis that, more than any man but Cou-

bertin, he created the modern Olympic Games.”*s

Following the conclusion of all the
sporting events, a special awards
ceremony was held at the stadium
at which the athletes received their
medals, a diploma and an olive
wreath. Louis received those along
with Bréal’s silver cup and an an-
cient vase, which was offered to
the winner by professor Spyridon
Lambros. Following the awards,
there was a procession of the win-
ners as had been the case in the

Ancient Olympics. Louis marched
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toug 'EAAnveg, o Zmmhpog Aolng, tap’ OTL EMEAEYN APYA YA
OULUUETOYT OTOV aywva, Bpednke atnv oySon BEon oto e1k00TO
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mmdn&av péoa oto xwpo tov otifou
Kat ovvodevoay Tov VIKN TN kabwg
TEPACE TN YPAULT TOV TEPUATIOUO,

EV LEO® TOV EKKOPAVTIKMOV KPAVYRDV

Louis holding the Bréal Cup in its presentation box
and an olive branch at the awards ceremony of the 1896 Olympics.
O Aovng kpatevtag o kKOteAo Mrpedd, Heéoa 0To KouTi Tov, Kat Eva khadt
el oV TeAeT) awrovoung twv OAvpmakmy tov 1896.

at the head of it carrying his awards
including the cup in its box in one
hand and a small Greek flag in the other which he waved as

the crowd applauded.*®

The success of the first marathon race in 1896 meant that it
would become a permanent fixture of the Olympic games and
indeed track and field competitions around the world. The

race steadily grew in stature. At the London Olympics of 1908

evBovolaouov tov AN 0ovg. O
Baowuag vitodexOnke to Ao,

A&yovTag tov Ot gixe Tiunoet to EMnviko ¢6vog.'2

O Kovusteptév HOpAOTNKE LE TO TTAPATTAV® T XAPA OA®V
Twv EMIvev yua ) vikn tov Aovn oto MapaBovio. 'Exovtag
0oav KUPL0 HEATLA TNV EMTUXIA TV TIPOT®V OCUYXPOV®V
OAvprmakav, Tpokelpevou va dtaoc@alotel n) S1e6vrg Toug

artodoYT) KAl 1 CUVEYLOT] TOUG AvA TETPAETIA, AvTIANPONKe



Portrait of Louis in national costume. Album of Olympic Games 1896, Historical Archives, Benaki Museum.
TToptpaito Tov Aoln pe eBvikn evivpaocia. Aevkmpa v Olvpmakmv Ayovev, 1896, Iotopika Apyeia, Movaoeio Mmevaxn.



its length which until then had varied around the 40 kilometer
or 25-mile mark was fixed at 42.195 kilometers or 26 miles and
385 yards so as the runners finished in front of the royal box
in the stadium. The International Athletic Federation adopted
that distance as the standard length in 1921. It was at the 1908
Olympic marathon that witnessed a dramatic incident that
added to the aura surrounding the race. The Italian runner Do-
rando Pietri who began stumbling before the end was helped
over the finishing line by officials and disqualified even though
he was not responsible. He showed such gracious sportsman-
ship that the next day he was award-
ed a special cup. The picture of him
being helped at the finishing line is
one of the most recognizable images

in modern Olympic history.

Both Bréal and Louis remained
linked to the 1896 marathon but
played no part in its future history
aside from the legacy both men in dif-
ferent ways had created. Bréal joined
Coubertin in supporting Greece in its

war against the Ottoman Empire in

apéowg tn onpaocia g ottyung. 'Htav exeivo 1o €18og tov
evBovo1aopov Tov PIToPoLV va SnUlovpynoouvy ot abAnTikoi
AYWVEG KAl 0 AOUNG, EVAG « UEYONOTIPETTG XWPIKOG», eV 1Tav
€EOKELWUEVOC |LE TTPOTTOVI|OELS KA ETMOTNUOVIKEG peBodoug,
QAVTAITOKPIVOLEVOG £TOL 0TV avTiAnyn tov Kovusteptév mept
abAnTikng ayvotntag. 'Onmwg avepepe 0TA ATOUVILOVEDUATA
Tov: «H vikn tov NTav peyaAompenng oe AaUITpoOTTa Kat
ammotnta. 'E@tace oty €l0odo tov otadiov, to omoio nrav
YEUATO LE TEPIOTOTEPOVE AITO €N vTa YAtadeg Beateg, xwpig
kavéva onpadt eEavtinong kat otav o Ipiykutag Kovotavtivog
kat o Ipiykutag Tewpylog tov
OTKWOoaV avBOPUNTA 0TA XEPLA TOVG
yia va Tov pEpouvy atov Baotua mov
OTEKOTAV UTIPOOTA OTO HAPUAPIVO
0pdvo Tov, NTav oav va elxe pitet
OV apéva To mvevua g Apxaiag
EMa8ag. Tn vikn tov vodeyOnke
Eeppevo yelpokpotnua. Hrav éva
QITO TA TTI0 CUYKAOVIOTIKA Bedpata
g {wng pov. Ae Ba Eexaom moTE

™ oKNVvT| ekeivn kat Sev Exm ma
kapia ap@ifoiia 6T vrapyovV

PYUYIKEG Suvapelg tov maidovv oA

The reverse side of the medal Louis won in 1896 that depicts the Acropolis.
H ntiow mAevpa tov petariiov mov o Aovng képdioe to 1896,
1 ool anetkovidel TV AkpOToAT.

1897. He continued also to support
Coubertin’s efforts to strengthen the
Olympic Games and encouraged him to ensure the marathon
remained part of its events.” Bréal died at the age of eighty-
three in 1915 and was lauded for his immense contributions to
semantics and French public education. An obituary note writ-
ten by the famous French Egyptologist Gaston Maspero ran
to thirty printed pages.*® Louis did not run another marathon,

withdrew immediately from the limelight, and continued to live

peyaAdTePo pOAO otov abAnTIopo asr’

OTL TOTEVOVE YEVIKA». 13

O1 okewelg Tov Kovpmeptev yia 1o MapaBavio pag odnyovv
0TOoV §eVTEPO TPOTTO TTOV O GUYKEKPIUEVOG aywvag avadeiyOnke
WG TO TT0 XAPAKTNPLOTIKO YEYOVOGS TV OAvptiak®v tov 1896.
'OM\a ta peydha abAnNTIkd yeyovota, 0mwg viootnpidovv toAol
HEAETNTEG, ATOKTOVV HAKPOXPOVIA onuacia oyt povo Baoet

TWV YEYOVOT®V OTOV AOANTIKO Xpo, aAMdA kat Tov Babuov



in Maroussi. Of all the offers made to him he chose a new wagon
so that he could continue his water-carrying job. In 1936 he was
a guest of the organizers of the Berlin Olympics. He died in 1940
at the age of sixty-seven. He was guaranteed a permanent place
in modern Greece’s history and the modern Greek vocabulary
in which the expression for someone who could disappear fast

was “Egine Louis” (he became a Louis).

The Bréal cup meanwhile had remained in the family all those
years and it was passed on to Louis’s son. He hid the cup in
a tomato patch during the difficult
World War II years when Athens
was occupied by German forces in

order for it not be stolen or confis-

cated. Over time the existence of the
cup was forgotten, but researchers in
1989 discovered it was in the posse-
sion of Eftychia Louis, the runner’s
daughter-in-law who was living in
Maroussi. Although darkened by age
and oxidation, it was still intact.’ In
2012, Louis’s grandson, also named

Spyros decided to put up the Cup

OTOV 07010 ATTOTEAOVV £Vl GUANOYIKO KAl EVTOVA PLmpevo
B¢aua. O John MacAloon, kaOnyntig Tov TAVETOTHUIOL TOV
Z1kayo, Broypagog tov Kovumeptév kat avbevtia oto Bépa twv
OAVITaK®OV AY®VOV KAl E181KA TNV TAPACTATIKT TTTUYT] TOUG,
e€&ppaoe v Aoy OTL 0 TEPLATIONOG Tov Mapabwviov ftav
1 710 ONUAVTIKT OTYUT) Twv OAvumak®y tov 1896. Metd v
evapén Twv Ayoveov tapovaia peydiov mArfovg Beataov oto
IMavadnvaiko Ztadio, n a&la twv OAVUTIOKOV WG EVIVTTOCIAKO
Beaua eiye Sraokopmotel, kabBmg ovveParvay Ta eKAOTOTE
AyOVIoUaTa, HE HEPTKA AITTO AVTA VA TTPAYLATOTOI0VVTAL
o€ SlapopeTkovg XOpovg. Aev
elye LVITAPEEL AANO CUYKEVTPOTIKO
\‘: YEYOVOG TTOL VA avadnuiovpynoet
™V gpmtelpia g teAeTng Evapeng.
T'a 6oovg mapevpednkav oto
KATAPEOTO 0TAS10 TN OTIYUT) €Kelvn,
0 Teppatiopog tov Mapabwviov
AE1TOVPYNOE WG 1) I8AVIKT] KAILAK®OOT)
TV OANWITIAKOV Aydvev,
810T1 TpooEPepe eva Hovadiko
oLAOYIKO Baua kat epmtelpia
oLVAOHNUAT®V KAl VONUATKOV IOV

e&eppadav Suvaukda to mvebua

Louis during his visit to the Berlin Olympics in 1936.
O Aovng katd v eniokeyn Tov otovg OAvpITIAKOVE Tov Bepohivov o 1936.

for auction, a few months before the
2012 Olympics that would be held in London, where the official
distance of the race his grandfather won was determined. This
became much more than a mere auction, it was an occasion to
reflect on the historic roles of Michel Bréal and Spyros Louis
and the ancient and modern Greek legacies of the marathon

race and the Olympic Games.

Alexander Kitroeff, Haverford College

Tv OApmak®v kat, Oa prropovoe

Kaveig va mel, SikatoAdoyovoe v avafimor toug.

O MacAloon ouveyidel v avaAvor] Tov, vITodnAwvovTag

OTL 1] ViK1 TOU AoUn, 1 KN TG S100TA0T Kol OAQ AUTA TTOV
QAVTUTPOOMITEVE OTNV TIPOKEIEVT] TTEPITTWOT), LEYIOTOTOINOE
ONUAVTIKA TIG EVTUMIMOELS TT0L dnuovpynoe o Mapabmviog
Apdpog tov 1896. Kat pe tov Tpdsto avto S1aopANIoE TN GUVEXION

TV OAVUITIAKGOV AYOVOV KATA Ta SOUOKOAA TTIPMTA TOUG XPOVIAL.
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Tpaget: «Xwpig 1o Aovn, ot OAvpmmakol g ABnvag Se Ba eiyav
TOV €7TIKO TOVG TPpWA, TO KVPIapYo cUUBOAO TTOU CLYKEVIPGOVEL
Kal ekppAadel Pe TOG0 TAOVOI0 TPOTTO TOOA TTOAAA 15€0A0Y1KA,
KOWV@VIOAOYIKA Kat 1oTopikd Oepata. Ilap’ 6Tt autd ta mpaypata
Se pmopovv va amodeyBolv, eyw motevw O0TL ot OAlvprtiakol
Ayaveg Ba giyav oAy AMtyotepeg mBavotteg va emPBimoouvy ta
emopeva Swdeka xpovia eav Se propovoav va avtAioovy amod
TO GLUPOANKO KEPAAAO TOV «ATEPTYPATITOV» KAl «AEEXATTWV»
ekelvwv oTtypwv oto otadio ekeivn v Iapaokevn. Av kat dev
etvan Eekabapo oe mowo Pabud to avayvopile, o Kovumeptev
€lxe Ppetl ToV 70 10XUPO TOV GUUUAKO
0TO TIPOCWII0 TOV XWPKOL Ao TO
Mapovot. Mmtopet pdAiota Sikaimg va
emmBel 6T10 AoUng, TEPITCOTEPO ATTO
omo1ovoTmote AoV pe Vv e€aipeon
tov Kovusmeptév, dnuiovpynoe touvg

oLyypovoug OANITIAKOUG Aymveg».'s

Metd TV OAOKANP®WON OA®WV TWV
AYOVIOUAT®V, TPAYLATOTONONKE 0TO
otadlo e181Kn TEAET) QITOVOUNG TWV
Bpafeiwv, omov ot abAnteg ehafav
TA HETAAMA TOLG, Eva SmAmpa Kt Eva
ote@avt enag. O Aolng, ektdg Ao
TA TOPATAV®, EAAPE KAl TO AOMUEVIO KUTIEAO TOU MopedA,
kaBng xat éva apyaio Ao, TO OO0 TPOCEPEPE GTOVE VIKNTEG
o kafnyng Zmvpidwv Adumpog. Tnv asmovourn akolovdnoe
TTAPEAAOT] TV VIKNTOV, OTTwg ouvntidotav kat otovg Apyaiovg
OAvpmakovg. Emke@alng ntav o Aodng mou kKpatovoe ta
Bpafeia Tou, avapeod Toug Katl To KOTEAAO HECA OTO KOUTL TOU
07O €va XEPL, Kal pia pkpr) EAANVIKE OTpaia 0To aAAo, TV omoia

aveule kabwg to mANnBog xelpokpotovoe.t©

Louis during his visit to the Berlin Olympics in 1936.
O Aovng katd v eniokeyn tov otovg OAvpTakovg Tov Bepohivov o 1936.

H emtuyia tov mpotov Mapabwviov Apopov 1o 1896 oruaive
ot HBa kataotel povipo ayoviopa tTwv OAVUTAKOV AYOV®V,
kaBng Kol Tov ayovev otifov ava tov koopo. To khpog Tov
avénbnke otabepd. Ztovg OAvpmiakog tov Aovoivou To 1908,
TO UNKOG TOV, TO 0IT010 WG TOTE T TAV TEPLITOV 40 XIMOUETPA T)
25 piha, oploBnke ota 42.195 yAopetpa, 1 26 pihia kat 385
Y1apSeg, TPOKEUEVOL O1 VIKITEG VA TEPLATIOOVV HITPOTTA OTO
Baowiko Bewpeio oto otado. H ITaykooua Opoomovdia
ABAnTIopOU V100ETNOE TNV TAPATAVK ATTOOTAOT] WG TO ETLOTLO
UTKOg TOL ay®va To 1921. Ztov OAvprmako Mapabmvio tov
1908 ouvEPN &va CUYKAOVIOTIKO
YEYOoVOg, TO 071oio tpooebeoe onv
aiyAn tov aymva. O Itahog Spopeag
Dorando Pietri, o omoiog eiye
ApXLOEL VA TTAPATTATAEL TIPLV TO TEAOG
oL aywva, Bondndnke amd Toug
ETTOIITEG Y1 VA TTEPACEL TN YPAUUT|
TOV TEPUATIOUOV KAl ATTOKAEIOTNKE,
7tap’ OAo 7ov To Prai&o Sev rav
o Tov. Enédere tétoto mvevpua
EVYEVOUG AUIAAAG TTOV TNV ETTOUEVT)
UEPA TOL atoveunOnke e161ko
KUmteMo. H eikova tov abintn mov
Aaupaver onbeia otn ypapur tov
TEPUATIONOV glval €va atd TA JT0 AVAYVEOPIoIUA OTLY O TUIA

g ovyypovng OAvpIiakng wotopiag.

O MmpedA ka1 0 Aovng mapepevay ouvdedSepevol pe 1o
MapaBavio Tov 1896 ar\d, eKTOG ATtd TNV KANPOVOULA TTOU
Snuovtpynoav, o kabévag pe Tov Tpoo Tov, Sev Enafav
Kaveva poAo ot peAovTikn) tov wotopia. O Mmped ovppeteiye

oty npoontdBela tov Kovpmeptev va otnpiet v EAAGSa otov
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Louis’s portrait in national costume, photo by Ioannes Lampakes.
[Toptpaito Tov Aovn pe eBvikn evévpaoia, otoypagia tov Iodavvn Aapstaxn.
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moAepo evavtia otnv OBwpavikn Avtokpatopia to 1897 kat
OLVEXLOE VA LITOOTNPICEL TIG TTPOOTTADEIEG TOV YA TNV evioxvon
Twv OAVUTIaKGOV AYyOvmv, evBappOVovTag Tov va Slac@aiioer v
kabEepwon tov Mapabwviov ApOLOL AVALESA OTA AYDVIOUATA
touvg.” O MmpedA nébave oe nAkia oydovia TPV €T®V TO
1915 kat €€uuviOnke yua v TEPAOTIA OLVEIGMPOPA TOU OTN
onuactoloyia kat  yoAAkn dnuoola madeia. Mia vekpoloyia
OV YpaPTNKe artdo 10 Sraonuo TI'aAho Aryvmtioddyo Gaston
Maspero eiye €ktaon tpliavia évrumeg oeAidec.’® O Aovng Se
ovppeteiye Eava oe Mapabavio kat artoovpOnke auEomg asto To
Pwg g dnuoootntag, ouvvexidovtag
™ {wn tov 0Tto Mapovol. Ad OAeg
TIg 7POOPOpPES mov EAafe, S1aAee
pia véa auafa yia va pitopéoel va
ovveyloel va petagpepet vepo. To 1936
AV KOAEOUEVOG TV SI0pYaveT®V TV
Olvpmmakwv Ayovav tov BepoAivouv.
I1¢Bave 10 1940, o€ nhikia e&nvra enta
ETQV, EXOVTAG KepOioeL Lua poviun Bon
otV wtopia g ovyypovng EAGSag
KAl TO OUYXPOVO EMNVIKO AeEIAOY10,
omov kabepwdnke 1 £xppaon, ya

KooV mov  eapavidetal ypnyopa,

oto Aov8ivo, 6mov BeopobetnOnke n exionun atdoTACN TOL
ayova mov kepdioe o mammmolg tov. To yeyovog ntav kabe aAlo
QAo [ aItAn Snuompacia: NTav pia evkapia yio GUAAOYIOUO
TIAV® OTOV 10TOPIKO PpOAO ToLv MiyanA Mpedh kat Tov Zvpou
AoUn kat Ty apyaia Kat oUyxpovn EAANVIKT KANPovouLld tov

MapaBwviov Apdpov kat Tov OAVUITIAK®Y AYOV®V.

AAeEavpog Kitpoep, Haverford College

Louis in the Olympic Stadium, Berlin 1936
O Aovng oto OAvpmako Etado, Bepohivo 1936.

«‘Eywve Aovngy.

Me Vv mtapoSo tov Xpovouv, 1 LITAPEN TOL KLITEAAOL EEXAOTNKE,
WA 10 1989 epevvnTeg avakaAvyav 0Tl BplokoTav oTnv
katoyn g Evtuyiag Aoln, tng vieng tov Spouéa, n omola
{ovoe 010 Mapovot. ITap' 0Tt pavplopévo asmod To XPOvo KAl TV
o&eldwon, Ntav akopa afikro.” To 2012, 0 eyyovog Tov Aovn,
70V ovopAdeTal K1 0 1810¢ Zmpog, amo@Actoe va SnUompaTnoet

to KbmeMo, Alyovg uprveg mptv tovg OAvumiakovg Ayoveg
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The Stavros Niarchos Foundation

and Bréal’s Cup.

On April 18th, 2012 the Stavros Niarchos Foundation acquired
in an auction held at Christie’s the historic Bréal’s Silver Cup,
presented to Spyros Louis, the winner of the first competitive
marathon race at the inaugural Modern Olympic Games, held
in Athens in 1896. The cup was offered for sale for the first
time by the runner’s grandson. The Foundation’s decision to
participate in its auction was motivated by the cup’s histori-
cal significance both as an Olympic

and a national artifact. After the

acquisition of the cup, the Foun-

dation announced immediately its
commitment to make it available to

the public and to share it with ev-

eryone by displaying it permanently
at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation

Cultural Center, upon its expected

completion in 2016. As Andreas C.
Dracopoulos, Co-President of the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation said,
“Bréal’s Silver Cup will be shared
with the public and serve as a re-
minder of our history, heritage and
resilient spirit. Our hope is that the cup inspires and rekindles
Greek pride, just a Louis’s victory did on the last day of what
would become the Modern Olympic Games.”

At the same time, and in line with its principal intent to make
to cup available to the public, the Foundation immediately em-
barked upon a process of evaluation and selection of suitable

temporary exhibition venues across Greece. A series of visits

Bréal’s Silver Cup at Christie’s, April 18th, 2012
To aonpévio kbmeAo Mmped atov oiko Christie’s, 18 Antpiliov, 2012

To Tépvua Ztavpog Nidpxog

xat To KvmeAdo MmpeadA.

¥1ig 18 Antpiiiov, 2012 1o T8pupa Ztavpog N1dpyog ateKTnoe
oe dnuompaoia tov oikov Christie’s To 10TOP1KO AOT|UEVIO
KUmteAMo Mrpedl, mtov asoveunOnke otov Ztvpo Aovn, Tov
VIKNTI| TOV TTIPMTOV GUVAY®VIOTIKOL Hapabmviov ay®va 0Toug
PAOTOLE ZVYYpovoug Olvpmakovg Aymveg, otnv ABnva to
1896. To kOTTEANO TTPOOPEPONKE YA TOANCT) QTO TOV EYYOVO
Tov Spopéa yia partn @opd. H amogaon tov I§ptuatog va
OULUUETAOYEL 0TI Snpompacia eiye
WG KIVITPO TNV 1W0TOPIKN onuacia
TOV KUTIEAAOL TO00 wg OAVUTTIAKO
000 Kol w¢ eBVIKO TEXVOLpYNUA.

H astoxtnon tov KueAAov
ouvodelTnKe Ao TNV AUEDT)
S8eopevon tov I6puatog va to

KATAOTNOEL IPOOLTO OTO EVPV

KOO KA1 VA TO HO1PAOTEL e OAoLG,

exB&tovtag to povipa oto Kévrpo
IToMtiopov T§pupa Ztavpog
N1apy0g LETA TNV AVAUEVOLEVT|
OAOKAT|pwOT] TOL TO 2016. 'Omtwg

elne 0 Av8peag K. Apaxomovlog,
IIpoedpog kar MéAOg Tov AlOTKNTIKOV
Svpouviiov tov I§pvpatog Etavpog Nidpyog, «Oa polpactove
10 Aonuévio KimeAo tov MiyanA MatpedA pe o kowvo kot Oa
AEITOVPYNOEL WG TEKUNPLO TNG 1OTOPIAG, TG KA POVOULAS KA TOU
oBevapov mvevpatog pag. EArtida pag etvan 0 Oa epmvetoet

kat Ba avadwrupmoet Ty epn@avia twv EANvav, omtwg Eyve
Kal UE TN VKT Tov Zrvpov Aoln, v TeEAevtaia nuepa g

S10pyavwong v mpmtov ZUyxpovmy OAVUITIAaKOV AYOVoV.»



Rendering of the Library and Opera building in the Stavros Niarchos Cultural Center, future home of Spyros Louis’s Breal cup.
Amnodoomn tov ktipiov g BiAoOnkng kat mg Avpikrg oto Kevrpo IoArtiopot Topupa Eravpog Niapyog, o pelovtiko oritt tov Kumeédov Mrped tov Endpov Aodr).
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was conducted in order to identify venues that could serve as
temporary homes for the cup. During the SNFCC’s construc-
tion, Breal’s Silver Cup was exhibited at the Acropolis Museum
and the Olympic Museum in Lausanne where it was viewed by

almost 4 million visitors.

ITapdAnAa, kat cOUP®VA PE TNV KUpLa tpobeat) Tov va
KATAOTNOEL TO KUITEANO TTPOOITO OTO KOO, To Tdpuua

Eexivnoe aueowg a Stadwkaoia a&lohoynong kat emAoyng
KATAONAWOV TTIPOomPIVRV eKDE0IAKMV XWPWV 0€ OAN TNV
EMaSa. ITpayuatomomnke oe1pd eMOKEPEDV [LE OKOTO va
71po0d10p1060VV 01 Xwpot Tov Ba prropovoay va @rAoeviioovv
TO KUTEANO TTPOomPva. Ta kUpla KPLTHPLA Y1 TNV ETAOYT)
TOAVOV XDOP®V NTAV 1] ACPAAELA TOV KLTTEAAOV KAl 1) EVPUTEPT
Suvatn xat eetBepn mpdoPaot yia to kovo. Katd ) Sidpkela
kataokevng tov KITIEN, to KdmeAho puroEevnOnke asmo to
Movoeio tng AkpdroAng kat to OAvpmmako Movoelo ot
Awlavvn, Sivovtag myv evkaipia og mepimov 4 ekatopudpla

emokenteg va dovv to KbmeAho amd kovtd.



Text Copyright © 2014, Stavros Niarchos Foundation. All rights reserved. Images and graphics in this publication are subject to the copyright and other intellectual property rights of their original creators.
The Stavros Niarchos Foundation owns the copyrights in the selection, coordination , and arrangement of the material in this publication. The material may not be copied for commercial use or distribution.

TIvevpatika Sikanmpata keypévov © 2014, Topupa Eravpog Niapyog. 'Ol ta Sikaopata Statnpotvrat. Ot Eikdveg kat 1o ypagioikd bAKO 0TV apodoa €k800T] LITOKEVTAL 0TA TIVEVHATIKA Stkaimpata
Kal G Stkaidpata IveupaTikng 10K Toiag tov apxtkov Snpovpyomv toug. To Tépupa tatpog Nidpyog KATEXEL TA TIVELHATIKA SIKAOUATA TNG ETAOYTG, TOL GUVTOVICHOU KAl TNG 0PYAVMOT|G TOL VATKOU

oe autnv ) dnpooievor. To GuykekpiEvo LVAKO Sev pmopel va avitypaget yua epmopikn xpron n Stavour. 31



701 ATONEL]
EIL TO XTAAION
0 MAPL@QNIOD APOMOE
EAAHN 0 NIKHTHY

KAl META TON NIKHTHN =
TPEIL EAAHNEE |
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The ASTYnewspaper s report on the marathon race,
published the day after.

H avagopda g epnuepidag AETY otov papadmvio,

0L SNUOOIEVTIKE TNV ETOUEVT) TLEPA TOV AYDVL.



Design: Viktor Koen - Zyediaopog: Biktwp Koév
Translation: Daphne Kapsali - Metappaon: Adagvn Kaydn
The Stavros Niarchos Foundation would like to thank the Marathon Run Museum as well as the Library of the Hellenic Parliament and the Benaki Museum for providing access to their archives.
To 'I8pupa EZtavpog Nidpyog Ba 11bele va euxapromioet 1o Movoeio Mapabwviov Apopov kabwg kar ) BifAodrikn g BovAng twv EAvev kat to Movogio Mrtevakn yia v mpoofact ota apyeia tovg.
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